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EDITED BY ROBERT SMITH. | grassy covered way, where the mowers had| functions of the body to be suspended, until 

—- | passed along, when my attention was called to-|the returning warmth of the spring calls them 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY. wards a waggon at a short distance, whic h| forth to renewed activity and enjoyment. The 


was receiving its load. Shouts and laughter, jumping mouse, when the chill weather begins 
Communications and Subscriptions received at the Office of accompanied by ° general running and ser: am} to draw nigh, digs down about six or eight in- 
; 7 bling of the people, indicated that some rare |ches into the soil, and there forms a little glo- 
JOHN RICHARDSON, E 

sport was going forward. When [ approach-|bular cell, as much larger than his own body 
jed, I found that the object of chase was a/as will allow a suflicient covering of fine grass 
PHILADELPHIA. | jumping mouse, whose actions it was truly de-|to be introduced. This being obtained, he 
lightful to witness. When not closely pressed contrives to coil up his body and limbs in the 
by its pursuers, it ran with some rapidity in the | centre of the soft dry grass, so as to form a com- 
FOR THE FRIEND. | ysual manner, as if seeking concealment. But! plete ball; and so compact is this, that, when 
RAMBLES OF A NATURALIST, NO. 4. | in a moment it would vault into the air, and|taken out, with the torpid animal, it may be 
My next visit to my old hunting ground, the|skim along for ten or twelve feet, looking more | rolled across a floor without injury. In this 
lane and brook, happened on a day in the first} like a bird than a little quadruped. After con-|snug cell, which is soon filled up and closed 
hay harvest, when the verdant sward of the) tinuing this for some time, and nearly exhaust-| externally, the jumping mouse securely abides 
meadows was rapidly sinking before the keen/ed its pursuers with running and falling over|through all the frosts and storms of winter, 
edged scythes swung by vigorous mowers.jeach other, the frightened creature was acci-|needing neither food nor fuel, being utterly 
This unexpected circumstance afforded me/dentally struck down by one of the workmen,| quiescent, and apparently dead, though sus- 
considerable pleasure, for it promised me a|during one of its béautiful leaps, and killed.|ceptible at any time of reanimation, by being 

freer scope to my wanderings, and might also} As the hunters saw nothing worthy of atten-| very gradually stimulated by light and heat. 
enable me to ascertain various particulars, con- | tion in the dead body of the anim: il, they very} T he little burrow under examination, when 
cerning which my curiosity had long been) willingly resigned it to me; and with great sa-|called to observe the jumping mouse, proved 
awakened. Nor was this promise unattended | tisfaction | retreated to a willow shade, toread|to be made by the merry musicians of the 
by fruition of my wishes. The reader mayj|what nature had written in its form for my |meadows, the field crickets, acheta campestris. 
recollect, that, in my first walk, a neat burrow |instruction. The general appearance was) These lively black crickets are very numerous, 
in the grass, above ground, was observed,|mouse-like; but the length and slenderness of | and contribute very largely to that general song 
without my knowing its author. The advance) the body, the shortness | of its fore limbs, and) which is so delightful to the ear “of the true 
of the mowers explained this satisfactorily, for, the disproportionate length of its hind limbs, | lover of nature, as it rises on the air from my- 
in cutting the long grass, they exposed several | together with the peculiarity of its tail, all in-|riads of happy creatures rejoicing amid the 
nests of field mice, which, by means of these| dicated its adaptation to the peculiar kind of| bounties conferred on them by Providence. 
grass-covered alleys, passed to the stream injaction I had just witnessed. A sight of this | It is not @ voice that the crickets utter, buta 
search of food or drink, unseen by their ene-| little creature vaulting or bounding through | regular vibration of musical chords, produced 
mies, the hawks and owls. The numbers of|the air, strongly reminded me of what I had! by nibbing the nervures of the elytra against a 
these little creatures were truly surprising ;|read of the great kanguroo of New Holland; |sort of network intended to produce the vibra- 
their fecundity is so great, and their food sojand I could not help regarding our little jump-|tions. ‘The reader will find an excellent de- 
abundant, that were they not preyed upon by|er as in some respects a sort of miniature re-|sc ription of the apparatus in Kirby and 
many other animals, and destroyed in great| semblance of that curious animal. It was not|Spence’s book, but he may enjoy a much more 
numbers by man, they would become exceed-| evident, however, that the jumping mouse de-/satisfactory comprehension of the whole, by 
ingly troublesome. ‘There are various species| rived the aid from its tail, which so powerfully | visiting the field cricket in his summer resi- 
of them, all bearing a very considerable re-jassists the kanguroo. Though long and suffi-| dence, see him tuning his viol, and awakening 
semblance to each other, and having to an in-| ciently stout in proportion, it had none of the; the echoes with his music. By such an exa- 
cidental observer much of the appearance of|robust muscularity which, inthe New Holland/| mination as may be there obtained, he may 
the domestic mouse. Slight attention, how-|animal, impels the lower part of the body im-| derive more knowledge than by frequent pe- 
ever, is requisite to perceive very striking dif-| mediately upward. In this mouse, the leap i is| rusal of the most eloquent writings, and per- 
ferences, and the discrimination of these will} principally, if not entirely effected by a sudden| haps observe circumstances whic h the learned 

prove a source of considerable gratification to|and violent extension of the long hind limbs, | authors are utterly ignorant of. 

the inquirer. The nests are very nicely made, | the muscles of which are strong, and admirably; Among the great variety of burrows formed 
and look much like a bird’s nest, being lined| suited to their object. We have heard that| in the grass, or under the ‘surface of the soil, 
with soft materials, and usually placed in some | these little animals feed on the roots, &c. of| by various animals and insects, there is one 
snug little hollow, or at the root of a strong|the green herbage, and that they are every | that I have often anxiously and as yet fruitless- 
tuft of grass. Upon the grass roots and seeds| season to be found in the meadows. It may|ly explored. This burrow is formed by the 
these nibblers principally feed; and where very | perhaps puzzle some to imagine how they sub- | smallest quadruped animal known to man, the 
abundant, the effects of their hunger may be|sist through the severities of winter, w hen| minute shrew, which, when full grown, rarely 
seen in the brown and withered aspect of the| vegetation is at rest, and the earth generally| exceeds the weight of thirty-six grains. I had 
grass they have injured at the root. But un-/frozen. Here we find another occasion to ad-|seen specimens of this very interesting crea- 
der ordinary circumstances, the hawks, owls,| mire the all-perfect designs of the awful Au-|ture in the museum, and had been taught, by 
domestic cat, weasels, crows, &c. keep them) thor of nature, who has endowed a great num-|a more experienced friend, to distinguish its 
in such limits, as prevent them from doing es-} ber of animals with the faculty of retiring into} burrow, which [ have often perseveringly 
sential damage. the earth, and passing whole months ina state | traced, with the hope of finding the living ani- 
I had just observed another and a smaller|of repose so complete, as to allow all of the| mal, but in vain. On one occasion, I patiently 
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pursued a burrow nearly round a large barn, 
opening it all the way. I followed it under the 


barn floor, which was sufficiently high to allow| 


me to crawl beneath. ‘There | traced it about| 
to a tiresome extent, and was at length re- 


warded by discovering where it terminated, | 


under a foundation stone, perfectly safe from 
my attempts. Most probably a whole family 
of them were then present, and I had my la-| 
bour for my pains. 
are nocturnal, and are rarely seen from the 
nature of the places they frequent, the most 
probable mode of taking them alive would be, 

by placing a small mouse trap in their way, 
baited with a little tainted or slightly spoiled 
meat. [fa common mouse trap be used, it is 
necessary to work it over with additional wire, 
as this shrew could pass between the bars even 
of a close mouse trap. ‘They are sometimes 
killed by cats, and thus obtained, as the « -at| 
never eats them, perhaps on account of their 
rank smell, owing to a peculiar glandular ap- 
paratus on each side, that pours out a power-| 
fully odorous greasy substance. ‘The species| 
of the shrew genus are not all so exceedingly 
diminutive, as some of them are even larger} 
than a common mouse. They have their 
teeth coloured at the tips in a remarkable 
manner; it is generally of a pitchy brown, or 
dark chesnut hue, and, like the colouring of 
the teeth in the beaver and other animals, is 
owing to the enamel being thus formed, and| 
not to any mere accident of diet. 
are most common about stables and cow-hou-| 


The shrews} 


As these little creatures] 


| beiny inappreciable by philosophy. 





ses; and there, should I ever take the field 
again, my traps shall be set, as my desire to 
have one of these little quadrupeds is still : 
great as ever. rag 


ON MALARIA, 


From Silliman’s Journal. 





To the Editor. 

Dear sir—The cause of remitting and 
termitting fevers, and of the chronic maladies 
which hang upon the constitution after it has| 
resisted the first attacks, is a subject of the| 
deepest concern, and worthy of the strictest 
scrutiny. Itis of the more importance to pur- 
sue it to the most certain issues, because the} 
treatment of diseases similar in appearance. 
but of different origin, is injurious or sanative 
according to the cause of the complaint. This} 
class of disorders has been attributed to marsh | 
effluvia, and to various other sources, involving | 
the subject in obscurity and error. Few peo- 
ple are aware of the prevalence of this noxi- 
ous principle: and when I state, that it is be- 
lieved by several experimental physiologists to| 
be the cause, in some form or other, of nearly 
half the diseases which visit the human race, 
and that its existence, or the means of averting 
its effects, are scarcely known,—I need not| 
. urge the importance of awakening public at- 





tention, and of appealing to the feelings of in-| night on shore. 





I. That the fever and ague, intermitting and 
remitting fevers, and some complaints which 
afflict different sections of this country, result 
from those poisonous exhalations called by the 
Italians malaria, which are peculiar to the vi- 
cinity of marshes. 

II. That this insalubrity may arise from 
morasses, salt marsh, ponds, canals, swamps, 
wet pa: tures and meadows, bogs, newly clear- 
ed land, neglected gardens and ruins, and in- 
undated plantations. 

lif. That it is practicable to control this 
deleterious influence, and in most instances to 


}subdue it, by human skill and industry—and 


that by ascertaining those situations where it is 
impracticable, the waste of human life at pre- 
sent experienced, may, by suitable defences, be 
prevented. 

There are various opinions of the nature 
and origin of malaria. Many have attributed 
the origin of the specific poison to unknown 


gases,x—some to volcanic fumes—electrical 


| agencies—or the mysterious influence of com- 


ets; some have charged it to cold and damp- 
ness; others to animal putrefaction—to vege- 
table decomposition, or to animalcules tn the 


|atmosphere; while there are those, who deny 


it a material existence, attributing it to the ven- 
geance of Heaven, as an infliction upon man- 
kind for transgression, the proximate cause 
A recent 
writer affirms that ‘‘we are totally unacquaint 


|ed with the causes of every kind cf endemic 


disease.’ ‘This unqualified assertion is at va- 
riance with a long settled opinion, that a cer- 
4 hanes class of maladies unequivocally originate 
in the miasmata emanating from marshes, 
"| although the precise nature and quality of the 


| poison are not cognizable by our senses. | 


think it will require but few examples to estab- 
lish the fact, that this emanation does produce 


certain endemic and epidemic diseases; and for | 
)-| this purpose | shall name some 
liar violence, 


cases of pecu- 
aggravated indeed by tropical 


| heats, but yet so obviously proceeding from 


this source, as to leave no doubtof their origin. | 

On the island of St. Thomas, situated in the | 
Gulf of Guinea, between Congo and Benin, 
the town is built to the leeward of an exten- 
sive marsh. In 1776, seven officers from the 
Phenix ship of war went on shore to visit the 
governor of the island, every one of whom was 
taken ill of intermitting fever, and all died ex- 
cept one, who returned to England in very ill | 
health. Every seaman who went ashore for 
wood and water, if he slept ashore, was like- 
wise taken ill, and only two escaped with life, 
while no other man of the ship’s company was 
seized with any kind of distemper during that 
service. In the following year, the Phenix 
made another voyage to the coast of Guinea, 
when again touching at St. Thomas, she lost 
leight out of ten who imprudently remained all 
In an attempt to settle a colo- 


terest, patriotism, and humanity, to unite with| ny on an island near Borneo, the place was 


science in the et 

Presuming that the plan of your Journal 
embraces every branch of physic al science, 
1 take the liberty to request a place for some 
observations upon the phenomena of marsh 
exhalations or malaria. 

It will be my object to show, 


healthy for six months during the northeast 
monsoon which came from the sea. but when 
the southwest monsoon blew over vast mar- 
shes for six months, remitting fevers of the 


most malignant nature prevailed, “cutting off 


the stoutest men in a few hours.” Dr. Trot- 
ter, physician to his Britannic majesty’s ship 


Assistance, relates that in a voyage to the coast 
of Guinea, in 1762, scarcely a man was indis- 
posed; but with a view to expedition, a tent 
was erected ona low shore for the men em- 
ployed to procure wood and water, every one 
of whom died, and the rest of the ship's com. 
pany. remained perfectly healthy. A simi- 
lar fatality occurred to some people from a 
Danish ship, sent on shore for water in a low 
wet place, “covered with impenetrable man- 
groves,” near the streights of Sunda, every 
one was seized with fatal remitting fever, and 
one recovered, while all on board continued in 
health. Dr. Blane remarked, that ‘a land wind 
blowing over some ponds and marshes near 
Kingston, Jamaica, caused almost every man 
sent on shore for wood and water, to be 
attacked with bilious remitting fever, while 
not a man in the fleet was attacked who 
was not employed on that service.” On the 
low banks of the Spirito Santo, a river on the 
east coast of Africa, of forty-seven men, part 
i the crew of an Italian ship of war, who slept 
in tents, not one escaped a malignant remitting 
fever. The low coasts of Indrapour, in Suma- 
tra, and of Gombroon, in Persia, are subject 
to the same calamity from the same cause; and 
so violent are the attacks, that many are seized 
in the first instance with delirium, and others 
with apoplexy or palsy. A flood of the Eu- 
shaatien, in 1780, surrounded Bassora with a 
isalt marsh, for a salt desert reaches to the 
gates on one side, which, with the effect of an 
almost unparalleled degree of heat, ne: urly de- 
populated the city. Fahrenheit's thermom- 
eter rose from 156° to 162° in the sun, and to 
115° in the shade. 
| The epidemics which visit the countries 
| bordering on the Nile, Euphrates and Ganges, 
after their annual inundation, are as notorious 
as the rise of the waters; and were it not for 
trespassing on the patience of your readers, 
examples without number might be cited, of 
the endemic fevers which have devastated Ba- 
tavia, Bengal and Egypt——Spain, France and 
Italy, with other Asiatic and European coun- 
tries. But I think it unnecessary to add any 
further proofs that marsh exhalations produce 
ithis form of febrile disease; for in the forego- 
ling examples you will remark, that almost 
every instance is described as a remitting or 
|intermitting fever. 
| Before I proceed to speak of the properties 
of these effluvia, | beg leave to show that not 
only are the desperate fevers, and the terrific 
horrors attending those examples of extermi- 
nating mortality dependent upon this cause; 
but that we also, though blessed with a tem- 
perate climate, and genial seasons, may trace 
many of the indispositions that disturb us to 
the same origin, while most of the epidemic 
maladies which clothe our towns and villages 
in mourning, and render far ilies desolate in 
the open country,'proceed from this inexhausti- 
ble and self renovating source. 


(To be continued.) 

No better cosmetics than a severe temper- 
ance and purity, modesty and humility, a gra- 
cious temper, and calmness of spirit; no true 
beauty without the signatures of these graces 
‘in the very countenance. Ray. 
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CHRISTIAN ETHICS. 
(Continued from page 127.) 


I am fully aware that, in this age of liber- 
ality, the man who stands up as the advocate 
of creeds or confessions, exposes himself to a 
thousand hostile attacks. For the liberals of 
this age are only liberal to themselves—with 
one exception, indeed, that they are most 
liberal of abuse to every man who dares to lift 
the hand of opposition against them. Well, 
be it so. Lonly pray that I may be enabled 
to bear misrepresentation or invective with 
composure and forgiveness; and that God 
may enable me now, and at all times, to vindi- 
cate the cause of truth, and exhibit the fallacy 
and inconclusiveness of the arguments by 
which it is assailed. 

That an improper use has often been made 
of creeds and confessions, I willingly admit ; 
but when I have admitted so much, | have 
only said, that, in the hands of men, every 
thing has been abused. Reason, the word of 
God himself, the Lord’s Supper, and every 
good gift of God, have been abused ; and so 
evident is this fact, that it has passed into a 
logical proverb—that we are not to argue 
from the abuse of any thing. Taking it, then, 
for granted, that every honourable opponent 
will argue from other principles than the 
abuse of creeds, [ shall proceed to explain 
the sole purpose of church creeds, and then 
vindicate their use from the objections now 
urged against them. 

Every man has a creed, for every man be- 


a man believes. 

The sole purpose of a creed, then, is to show 
what a man believes, or what a church be- 
lieves. Every thing beyond this comes under} 
the head of ‘abuse. When we call upon a 
man, then, for his creed, we merely ask, what 
does he believe ? and I confess I can see no 
principle, either of politeness or religion, that 
forbids the question, nor any principle of ho- 
nesty that entitles any man to refuse a reply. 

I have given to the subject all the attention 
in my power, during the entire progress of the 








discussion, and the arguments urged against 
reference to creeds, seem to me reducible to 
the following arrangement. I shall state them 
in order, that | may meet them with a refuta- 
tion :— 

1. It has been argued, that ** we wish to 
impose a test.’’ There is a double fallacy in 
this argument. We impose nothing ; for im- 
position implies power, with pains and penal- 
ties for refusing compliance. Thus, in popu- 
lar use, the word test, signifies something to 
be taken, in order to qualify for office ; and 
which, if taken, the right to the office follows. 
Confessions of faith have been so abused—but 
any such abuse must be far from our minds. 
Were a man to sign a confession of faith 
again and again, I should not consider him 
one whit better qualified for the ministerial 
office than before his signature. My convic- 


tion of the sincerity of his profession, the} 


scripturality of his views, and the sanctity 
of his life, would, in my mind, be his sole 
qualifications : for the signing of a creed I con- 
sider not as a test—I merely view it as a 


THE FRIEND. 





societal 


means of putting to a man this plain question, 
What do you think ? 

2. The second argument against the use of 
any creed is derived from the danger of bind- 
ing men to any uninspired phraseology. On 
this subject, let me explain the practice, and 
vindicate the conduct, of the general synod of 
Ulster. At an early period of the synod’s 
history, it was found, that some persons 
scrupled to admit certain phrases in the West- 
minster confession, the acknowledged record 
of the faith of the synod. ‘These scruples 
arose, not from opposition to the doctrines of 
the confession, but from the phraseology in 
which some of them were expressed. The| 
synod, therefore, enacted—that persons, when, 
required to make a declaration of their faith,| 
might have liberty to explain, in words of 
their own, the sense in which they understood 
any particular phrases; at the same time) 
satisfying the presbytery that they did not re- 
ject the “doctrine, but merely scrupled at the 
phraseology. ‘This order of synod was called 
“The Pacific Act; and has been the ordi-| 
nary law in subscribing presbyteries down till | 
this time. For my own part, I would not| 
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fession of faith a little more minutely. When 
Philip, says he. baptized the Ethiopian noble- 
man, it was upon this simple declaration, * I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
‘* And 1,” said Mr. M. “do most decidedly 
believe this." Mr. Montgomery has also un- 
dertaken to prove that Arians hold all the 
doctrines that can justly be required of them, 
in order to church-fellowship with trinitari- 
ans. ‘The text adduced to prove this was 1 
John iv. 14: “ We do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world ; 
and whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God.” “ Most cordially,” said Mr. M., * do 
we believe this doctrine ; we subscribe to it 
with all our hearts and consciences.’” Now, 
all this looks very fair, and sounds most ortho- 
'dox, and after all contains not one word to 
\the purpose. Had we asked Mr. M. what 
ithe Bible had called Christ, he had answered 
rightly, ** The Son of God.’ But we ask 
him not what the Bible says, we ask him what 
he thinks the Bible means by “* Son of God.’ 
Does it mean that he was “God manifest in 
the flesh?” or does it mean that he was an 


wish to bind any man to express his faith in| angel orcreated spirit? or does it mean that 


any particular, uninspired phraseology what-| 
ever. I would leave him to the free and un- 





he was aman of like infirmities with our- 
selves ’—When Mr. Montgomery has answer- 


restricted selection of his own words, where|ed these plain questions, we shall then be able 
he could not adopt mine ; but I would beg him | to estimate the amount of an Arian confession. 


to furnish me with such words as wonld clear-| 
ly — me to comprehend his meaning. 
But if you are willing to sanction a man’s 


—And I do appeal to Mr. M., by the value 
| he puts upon simple truth, whether the use of 
| equivoc al language be worthy of the character 


j se sabeae of phrases, then why not be content-|}of an honest man? The language of Scrip- 
lieves something; and a creed is merely what|ed with mere Scripture phrases? Here let) 


me remark, that all the opponents of creeds 


and confessions would, I believe, at once sur-} 
° ) 
render and throw down their arms, were 


churches to accept of their declarations of 
faith in mere Scripture phrases. And why 
are they not contented with such declaration ? 
Why, just because itis no declaration. Let 
me respectfully beg your attention to this 


point. A confession in Scripture phrases is! 


indeed a declaration of what God has said, 


attaches to God’s sayings. Mr. Montgomery 
has undertaken to show, that he holds no 
Opinions inconsistent with the word of God. 


in other words, as he is generally understood | 
to be an Arian, and as he may fairly be con-| 


sidered as the representative of the entire 


ture is not, indeed, naturally equivocal. But 
the introduction of Arian and Socinian doc- 
trines have made it so. Must not then every 
man, upon the principles of common honesty, 
employ such explanations as will show to 
every one the real sense and meaning he at- 
taches to the divine word? Ramohun Roy, a 
Bramin, and sort of a Socinian, will imme di 
ately adopt Mr. Montgomery's creed. Christ, 
he will tell you, was the 8 Saviour of the world, 


for he saved men from error by his use of 
but not an account of the meaning man} 


excellent precepts—Christ, he will tell you, 
| was the “ Son of God ;”’ for by “* Son of God,” 
he means merely a good man. Let it then be 
remembered, that when we ask a man for 
his profession of faith, we ask him not for the 
words of the Bible, but for an honest declara- 
tion of the meaning he attaches to these 


body of the Arians of this synod, Mr. M. un-| werds. 


dertakes to prove that Arianism is consistent! 


with the word of God; and that by conse- 
quence, the faith of trinitarians is inconsistent | 
with that word. Now, liow does Mr. M.! 
effect this demonstration ? 
ing that he believes his Bible. ‘This is a spe- 
cimen of that form of sophism, which, by| 
proving too much, it is found to prove no- 
thing. I know Mr. M. abhors Socinianis m| 
as much as we do. Now, a Socinian will join 





|Mr. M. in declaring that he believes the| 
principles, | 
the faith of the Socinian is also consistent with | 
That is, the Arian and| 
Socinian creeds, which are inconsistent with | 
one another, are yet both consistent with the | 


iI Bible. ‘Therefore, on Mr. M.'s 


the word of God. 


word of God ° 


| 
| 


To the use of confessions it has been in- 
geniously objected by Mr. Fletcher Blakely, 
that we require first to understand the Bible, 
land then we make a confession a rule for un- 


Why, by declar-| derstanding the Bible ; which we are presum- 
‘ed to understand before the confession was 


made. To this I answer—a confession is no 
| rule for understanding the Bible ; a confession 
is a mere declaration of what we believe to be 
ithe meaning of the Bible. 

‘The same individual has argued, that by 
a confession we add to the Bible. Did the 
gentleman but weigh this charge, | am con- 
vinced he would retract it. What! does he 
mean to bring us under that awful sentence 
pronounced in the book of Revelation, against 
those who add to the word of God! I can- 


But let us examine Mr. Montgomery’s con-| not believe him so liberally uncharitable. His 
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charge arises from his continual mistake about may know the renewings of the Holy Ghost| 
the nature and purposes of creeds. They are upon us in such a manner as to qualify for a) 
not made to add to the word of God, or to place in the Lord’s house, and therein to abide) 
have any authority as the word of God; they as sanctified vessels, empty or full as his wis-| 
are merely intended to declare what we be- dom seesmeet. My lot hath been ofien amongst) 
lieve to be the meaning of the word of God. the empty vessels, in which allotment I wish a| 
They are not to be considered an authoritative wise resignation to guard me against impa-! 
declaration of what we believe to be the im-'tience or insensibility. 
port of his saying. 


I have had several letters from my friends 

6. He has likewise charged us with an in-|on your side of the water, which give me an 
vasion of the rights of private judgme nt. In|} account of things amongst you. I hope the} 
answer to this I shall suppose that Mr. B. | trials permitted to attend you, will tend to 
subscribes to my description of * private judg-|the help of many, though | believe them very 
ment ;”’ and if he do, | deny that the making |severe and pinching. The desolations on your 
of a confession of faith is an invasion of|frontiers are very distressing, but the differ- 
private judgment. I aver that it is an exer-|ence in Friends’ judgment, the disunion within 
cise of private judgment. An individual ithe gates of our Zion, affords more cause of| 
comes to the Bible, and by every means which | mourning—am glad to hear mutual condescen- 
God has bestowed upon him, he endeavours {sion prevails amongst you, that ancient signal 
to ascertain its meaning. He propounds this|of best fellowship. For our part we seem (1} 
meaning to others ; and on a similar examina-|mean the society) to Jive in great union, but I 
tion, they agree with him. ‘This agreement|fear the unity of the one ever blessed spirit is 
is a mere aggregate of private judgments. |not the source, but rather an agreement to let 
Well, in their union of private judgments, they | things go as they may or will without much 








through all these things, the great name will 
be exalted, and the church be more and more 
evidently built on that which cannot be re- 
moved. Strait is the way to life, and few there 
be that find it, is a remark which hath lost no 
part of its truth and weight by its antiquity. 

The account of the promising prospect of 
the youth amongst you is to me cause of hum- 
ble thankfulness to the ever blessed Helper, 
who will in his own way and manner carry on 
his own cause, and make the place of his feet 
glorious : I fully believe it is his purpose, not- 
withstanding the day is dark and gloomy; and 
oh that the natural branches of our vine may 
never be plucked away for their unfruitfulness, 
but the will of the Lord be done. 

I often nearly remember thee and thy situa- 
tion, who hath a quicker sense of feeling than 


many others, and cannot with indiflerency be- 


hold the temple violated and pollute d by con- 
tentious apostatizing spirits; may he aling balm 
and heavenly help be supplied in every needful 
time. Farewell, beloved friend, let us remem- 
ber each other when we can, and carefully 


determine that persons denying doctrines | care about them; and if any are zealous for | watch to the end. 


which they hold to be fundamental and essen-|the testimony, rather to single them out as} 





tial, shall not be considered of their company.|turners of the world upside down and troub- 
Ah! replies the objector, if you deny me ad- lers of the church’s quiet. 

mission, you invade my private judgment. It) Industrious C. Payton and Sophia Hume 
may be so, reply the others ; but if you intrude, | have been in Holland, and are safely returned 
you invade our private judgment. We leave|home,and have had a very satisfactory journey. 
you, sir, undisturbed, to the choice of your| or my ewn part, | am very much like a dis- 
own companionship ; nor shall we intrude! banded soldier, or I hcpe more of an invalid, 
upon you farther than by our opinion, if you! vet in some little pay, and commanded to do 
will listen to it. If we cannot convince you|duty in a particular spot of ground ; and let 
of your error, and our correctness, we beg to|my Master’s good pleasure be done, and let 
part, and to part in charity. But surely, sir,|him send by whom he will, if | may but know 
if your private judgment be to overturn our|my name is upon his roll, it is enough for me. 
private judgment, this is not liberality, but 


We have lately had the company of a great 
tyranny over our Own conscience. \ 


stranger. My brother John* spent a few 
weeks at Scarborough, and returned this way 
lto London. His company was acceptable 
as a brother and as a friend. I hope it may 
contribute to his health, and the relaxation of 
this mind from a cumber, in which it is very 
Warrington 1757. I nearly sympathize | difficult for the plant of renown to flourish. ; 
he Methinks | am exceedingly near you at this 


Extracts from Original Letters of Samuel 
Fothergill to John Churchman, not hereto- 
fore printed. 


. . . . »! 
with the living amongst you in this time of 


FOR THE FRIEND, 
HISTORICAL FRAGMENTS. 
| The early history of the Society of Friends 
| has been written by Sewell and Gough, with 
|more attention to details than to general and 
comprehensive views. ‘Their works are in 
\fact mere chronicles, interspersed with nu- 
merous biographical sketches. The reader 
gathers from the incidental mention of some 
|circumstance, that a meeting of the Soci- 
\ety of Friends existed at a certain time and 
| place, but is left in the dark as to the period of 
jits establishment and decay. It is not perhaps 
| too late to collect the materials which may ena- 
| ble some future writer to prepare a histery of 
ithe rise and progress of the people called 
| Quakers, in a manner better suited to the dig- 
| nity and interest of the subject. I have amused 
|some leisure moments by extracting from the 
| printed epistles of the yearly meeting of Lon- 
| don, those passages which relate to the condi- 


deep probation. Oh that you all may stand |"™me in my spirit. I think your yearly meeting | tion of meetings in foreign countries. It will 


fast and quit yourselves like men, for that tes-|@t Philadelphia begins this day; may the God 


be seen by these that Friends were settled in 


timony and faith once delivered and now re-|and Father of sure mercies preside, and as in) any places where all trace of them is now 


vived to the saints. In this heavenly brother-|the allotment of his wisdom, he hath seen meet 


. ms . 8 . moe wo 2A , av wis . z =. : . 
hood, I feel myself in spirit present with you|'© prove you deeply, may wisdom and know-| ¢]ine of these settlements 


leffaced. ‘The history of the progress and de- 
is almost a total 


. : . ledve ' sti ilitv of vy rt] Ss 7 »S-!} 1} . e ° 
in your land, not as having left ought undone |" dge be the stability of yourtimes. The es | biank; although much occasional information 


which duty required, but in the sweet partici- |tablishment of a meeting for sufferings was by 
pation of the hope, patience, and tribulation |™any amongst you little thought of, as you sat} of our early Friends. 





of the gospel and kingdom of Jesus our Lord. junder your own vine and figtre o; any of you}; 
And if the church go into the wilderness, her |have rejoiced in the flowings of worldly abun- | 
place is prepared of God, whose eye looks to- dance, and not sung to the springing well of 
wards, and his arm sustains, every part of his|God’s salvation, and it is consistent with his 
extensive family both in heaven and earth. |"ighteousness to vary his voice and teach them 
The mourning of his heritage is as audible to|by the things they suffer, what is due to his| 





his ear, as the hosannas of the fixed inhabitants }ar™m and the weakness of your own. 


of his holy mountain. 1759. Many sympathize with their breth- 

9th mo. 1757. 1 salute thee and thine in |ren amongst you, who suffer for conscience’s 
sake, and have their sufferings augmented by 
perceive it isof that nature many waters can- being wounded in the house of their friends; 
not quench, nor can the distance of place im- but what shall we say but refer all to the wis- 
pair it. And it isa most singular privilege the | dom of that Being, who best knows by what 


truelove. I have often felt it strong, and still 


true born children enjoy in their mutual sense |™eans to winnow away the chaff and purify tc 


imay be gleaned from the various journals 
There can be few more 
appropriate subjects of enquiry for the contri- 
yutors to * The Friend,’ and by way of in- 
troducing the discussion, | request the inser- 
tion of the following extracts from the printed 
jepistles. Respecting the Friends at Algiers, 
so often mentioned below, Sewell has this pas- 
sage. ‘* Now concerning those Quakers at 
Algiers, of whom mention hath been made, 
that they were slaves there, it was a pretty 
long time before opportunity was found to re- 
deem them; but in the meanwhile, they so 
faithfully served their masters, that they were 
suffered to go loose through the town, without 
being chained or fettered; and liberty was also 


) 





of and access to the table of good things,|himself a peculiar people? I trust, in and| allowed them to meet at set times for religious 


when the laws of matter and motion deprive 
them of persona] intercourse. Oh that we 





* The celebrated Dr. John Fothergill of London. 


worship: and their patrons themselves would 
sometimes come and see what they did there; 
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and finding no images or prints, as papist slaves’ 
in the exercise of their worship made use of, but 
hearing from their slaves that they reverently 
adored and worshipped the living God, creator 
of heaven and earth, they commended them 
for it, and said it was very good, and that they 
might freely do so. And since one of them 
was raised to speak by way of edification to his 
friends, some other English slaves frequenting 
that meeting caine to be united withthem. In 
the meanwhile the Quaker’s name came to be 
known at Algiers, as a people that might be 
trusted beyond others.”’ 


1683. “ Here were some tender Friends from Dant- 
zick, Frizeland, Holland, Norway, Scotland, lreland, 
and from America. And we anderstand that Friends 


kee pup thei ir meetings in Algicrs in Turkey. And some |} 


Friends are going to the ye arly meetings in Holland, 
And there is another yearly meeting settled at Dant- 
zick; by which we understand that the y are in unity, 
and the Lord's blessed presence is among them, and 
his truth spreads and prospers.” 

i684. “Two letters sent from Friends of Dantzick, 
dated the 20th of the second month 1684, were read, 
signifying their strait confinement; being prisoners 
in the house of correction there, under extreme hard 
usage andcruelty; forced to lie upon straw, in this 
late extreme sh rp winter. They have been shack- 
led or chained together, two and two, by their hands; 
and by the magistrates (the senate of that place) 
sentenced to be kept and fed with bread and water 
only for their sustenance. Also, an epistle from the 


quarterly meeting at Amsterdam, dated the 3d of the} 


second month, 1084, was read; recommending the 
distressed case of the said prisoners at Dantzick to 


this our meeting, And Friends of Holland having | 


done wuch for them, &c. in their suffering necessi- 
ties, manifold imprisonments, and banishments, this 
meeting could de no less than concur with said 
Friends of Holland; and in Christian bowels and ten- 
derness, order something towards the relief of the 
said suffering Friends in Holland. And we were 
moved, in the love of God, by epistles to encourage 
and strengthen these our extreme suffering brethren 
in their Christian and faithful testimony. 

“An account being given by a meeting here, ordered 
to inspect the accounts of Friends that are captives 
in Algiers, &c. intimating that what was charitably 
contributed formerly towards their redemption, and 
left for that service, is in a great part expended for 
the redemption of many, and the rest thereof is well 
nigh engaged for the redemption of several Friends 


more that have long remained captives; some where- | 


of have been under ext eme hardships, as violent 
beating, and other cruelties, by their patroones, 

* Account is a!so given, by letters frum Ireland, 
Scotland, Barbadoes, Bermudas, Carolina, New Eng- 
land, Jamaica, and other plantations in America, that 
things are pretty well there, and truth spreads and 
incre ases; and that Friends generally are in love and 
unity.” 

1585. “ Divers seasonable and lively accounts, by 
epistles, were given from foreign parts; as from Ire- 
land, Holland, Barbadoes, Pennsylvania, &c. of the 
love, unity, and peace among Friends, and truths 
prosperity in those parts: particularly that from Hol- 
Jand, signifying, that Friends at Dantzick, and in 
other eastern parts beyond the seven previnces, are 
at present in the enjoyment of more quietness and} 
liberty than formerly. The Lord has been pleased to 
influence the king of Poland, and the magistrates of 
Dantzick, mode rately to resent the applications made 
to them in behalf of the said suffering Friends and} 
brethren; although most of them, by means of their 
former great sufferings, were reduced to so low a 
condition in the world, that they are not yet able to 


support themselves and families, without assistance | 


from Friends at Amsterdam; upon whom the burden 
having long lain, Friends of this meeting agreed to 
communicate something of their Christian charity 
towards the assisting and encouraging them in the 
said good work. 

“And concerning our Friends that were captives in 
Algiers, the care and diligence of Friends here, in- 





THE FRIEND. 


trusted in that affair, hath been such, that several 
Friends have been redeemed, and come safe home, 
since the last yearly meeting: and have very honest- 
ly, tenderly, and thankfully acknowledged Friends’ 
care and kindness towards them. And as to those 
that yet remain captives, Friends are taking the same | 
care for their redemption also; which itis hoped will | 
shortly be accomplished. And Friends here being} 
sensible how the Lord hath supported them in their 
faithful testimony for his name, and undertheir deep 
afflictions that the y have suffered in that dark place 
of captivity in Algiers, are gre vatly comforted and 
satisfied in their Christian care and charity on their 
behalf.” 

1686. “ And as concerning Friends that were cap- 
tives in Algiers, we let you know, they are all re- 
deemed except one, whom we hope shortly will also 
be here. But several Friends are now captives in 


at this our meeting, we have received and read many 
good epistles and letters from our Friends and breth- 
ren of divers meetings and countries on this side 
and beyond the seas, giving us an account of the 
prosperity of truth, and the Lord’s work, and Friend's 
love and unity therein, and of their peaceable 
meetings and increase; as from Scotland, Wales, Ire- 
land, Holland, Nevis, Barbadoes, Maryland, Rhode- 


were truly comforted to understand there by the con- 
| cord, unity, and godly care and zeal for the name of | 
our Lord that lives and is continued amongst his 
people in the parts and places aforesaid. 

* Also we thought meet hereby to acquaint you, 
that all our Friends (except Roge r Udy) that were 
late captives at Algiers, are redeemed and set at li- 


berty, to their great relie f, and comfort of them and | 


their relations and distressed families; wherein 
Friends’ care has greatly tended to the strength and 
establishment of the sufferers in the truth, engaging 
their hearts to return thanks to God, and tender 
acknow!edgments to Friends, for their love and care 
concerning them. But as concerning the Friends 
|who are captives at Mequinez (taken by the Sally- 








































did report to us, that the »y found the accounts we 
kept; and that that there was no need of a further 
contribution this year. And that our Friends who 
are captives at Mequinez do remain as before; only 


} some are come down to Sa ly, and have liberty to go 


about the town under sccurity for their true im- 
prisonment, Great endeavours have been used for 
their redemption, but it is not yet effected.” 


1690, * Several good and comfortable epistle strom 


| Friends in divers parts were re ad in this meeting; as 
~ 


Barbadoes, New Jersey, Antigua, Bermudas, Ireland, 
Scotland, Amsterdam, and Dantzick, &c. signifying 
the states and conditions of Friends in those parts, 
and that love and unity are continued amongst them: 
and that truth prosp« rsin New E, gland, and other 
American parts. 

* By their letters from Amsterdam and Dantzic} 


(we understand that our Friends in Dantzick are 
Sally; for whose redemption Friends are also taking | 
care, and hope in time to effect it.” | 

1687. * We hereby give you to understand, that} 


again imprisoned; and that nothing is laid to their 
charge, but meeting together to wait upon the Lord; 
nor any thing else required of them by the magis- 
trates, but to promise to de partirom that « ity; whien 
they cannot for conscience sake consent to. This 
meeting has ordered something to be sent over to the 
Friends of Amsterdam, for the present relief of our 
said suffering Friends at Dantzick. And in case 
there shall be further need before the next year, this 


meeting doth intrust the meeting forsufferings here 


|to supply their necessities, as they shall see cause. 
Island, West and East Jersey, and Pennsylvania; < nd | 


** And as concerning our Friends at Mequinez and 


| Sally, endeavours have not been wanting to obtain 


> 


their redemption: but as yet it cannot be effected. 


| We hear from them that they are well; and that their 
jloves might be communicated to Friends here in their 
| native conntry.” 


1691. “* Divers good epistles and accounts were 
read in this mecting from foreign parts; as Ireland, 
Scotland, Amsterdam, Dantzick, Jamaica, Nevis, 
Maryland, Rhode-Island (and two from Friends, cap- 
tives at Mequinez in Barbary, under the emperor of 


| Morocco) intimating the prosperity of truth, and the 
| peace and unity of Friends among themselves, and 
jtheir love to Friends in this nation; and in many 


places their want of faithful labourers; and their de- 


|sire for the spreading of truth as much as may be, 


men) althouvh a great concern and care hath been | both by Friends’ books and ministry; and also to be 
and is upon Frie nds | here about them, yet no way is | furnished with books, as Friends can send them. 


found = nat present for the accomplishment there- | 


| of: on! 
vey some relief to them in their necessities; which | 
they are careful of. 

‘* The number of the captive Friends in Mequinez | 
is now ten: that isto say, Joseph Wasey, Joun Beal- 
ling, and Joseph Harbin; who being taken and carried 
captives thither, found two English captives there 
who were convinced of truth in their captivity, be- 
fore the said three Friends came thither. And five 
more English captives are convinced since; and they 


said two Friends have wrote over to Friends here, a 
| large, tender, and sensible letter, testifying their fel- 
| lowship and unity with Friends, and a ‘knowled: ging 
their love and chi irity to them in their bonds and ne- 
cessities, We understand that the people they suffer 
under are more barbarous than the Turks in Algiers. 
From whose great oppression and cruel hands we 
| pray God in mercy deliver them, if it be in his bless- 
led will.’ 

1688. * Farther we give you to understand, that 
| several good epistles from divers parts of the world 
|} were read amongst us; as from Holland, Scotland, 
| Ireland, Wales, Barbadoes, Virginia, Maryland, Ja- 
| maica, Long-Island, Rhode-Island, and from sundry 
parts of this nation, signifying the prosperity of truth, 





and unity in the blessed truth, to our great comfort 
and joy in the Lord.” 

1689. “ Several epistles were read from divers 
counties in England and Wales, and foreign parts 





Friends here. 
“By an epistle from Friends at Amsterdam, an ac- 
count was given of anew storm of persecution rison 
at Dantzick, where so great sufferings have been 
heretofore. Upon which the meeting agreed to order 
some relief for them. 

“ The Friends appointed to inspect the accounts 


Friends here have found out means to con- | 


:|tivity; having no lodging but under arches, in deep 


: ; oma. | 
live in great love and unity one with another. The} 


jand the increase of Friends, and their great concord! 


beyond seas, to the comfort and satisfaction of 


There yet remain nine English Friends captives 
at Mequinez, and three at Murbay; who have receiv- 
jed the truth there (it being three or four days journe y 
distant), who correspond with each other by letters 
One Friend (to wit, Joseph Wasey) being lately re- 
| deemed, and new ly come over, gave a large account 
jto this meeting of their miserable hard usage in cap- 

r 
places on the cold ground, winter and summer; only 
water for their drink; and no bread allowed them 
iby the king, but of old rotten stinking barley; and 
no clothes, but a frock once in two years; and forced 
ng hard labour (except three days in a year;) and 

more especially on the sixth day of the week (which 
is their day of worship) they are compelled to carry 
| heavy burdens on their heads, running from sun-ris- 
jing to sun-setting, with brutish black boys follow ing 
|with whips and stripes at their pleasure. Many of 
| the other captives perish and die, through their ex- 
treme hardships,and want of food to sustain them; 
i in all likelihood Friends there had, if Friends and 
| their relations here had not sent them some relief; 
seven pence a month, formerly allowed them by the 
king, being now taken from them. Their su fferings 
are lamentable; yet the Lord's power has wonderful- 
ly preserved them, and greatly restrained the fury 
and cruelty of that emperor towards poor Friends 
there; in whose behalf the said Joseph Wasey did, by 
an interpreter, speak to the emperor; giving him an 








account of their innocent conversation and religion; 
which he heard with moderation, though he often 
kills men in cold blood at his pleasure. 

* Joseph Wasey also signified that Friends’ day- 
time being taken up with hard servitude, they are 
necessitated to keep their meetings in the night sea- 
son to wait on God. And that the aforesaid cap- 
tive Friends were very thankful for the relief sent 
froin hence; which was very refreshing to them.” 


(To be continued.) 
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THE DOCTRINES OF ELIAS HICKS, 

A pamphlet of eight pages, entitled “ Six 
queries, proposed to Elias Hicks, in a letter 
from a Friend in New York with E. Hicks’ 
answers,’ has recently been published. It 1 
intended to convey the impression, that Elias 
Hicks really holds the doctrines of the Society 
of Friends; and as it will no doubt be widely 
circulated, and is calculated to deceive the 
unwary, | have thought it would become the 
duty of “ The Friend” to place it in its true 
light. For this purpose I have compared the 
assertions of Elias Hicks in the present pam- 
phlet with those contained in his former works, 
and [ think a simple republication of the two 
tovether will be the most convincing argument 
that can be used to prove him guilty of what, 
to use the mildest language, must be pro- 
nounced to be equivocation. 

The following is the preface to this singular 
production: — 


Great efforts having been made by the opposers of 
Elias Hicks, to impress the public mind with a belief 


that he holds opinions at variance with the Scrip-| 


tures: the following queries were proposed to him, in 
a letter from a friend in New York, to which he gave 
the following replies, and which we hope, will be 
satisfactory to every candid inquirer after truth. | 

But we have no expectation that any thing that 
can be said, will satisfy the determined opposers of 
Elias Hicks. Influenced by a blind zeal, they have 
distorted and perverted the plainest declarations, 
and made them to speak a language which he never 
‘intended. 
since they were written, to which the following per- 
tinent remarks of William Penn will more aptly ap- 
ply, than to the treatment received by Elias Hicks, 
at the hands of his opposers, viz. 


: . | 
“I must not give my own sense of my own words, | 


(which is certainly one of the hardest cases in the 
world,) never denied to any man by those who desire 
and deserve to be thought reasonable. But itseems 
their exposition must be made mine, to support their 
charges, and palliate theirenvy against me. Where- 
as nothing can in common sense, or with truth, be 


called any man’s faith, that he solemnly denies to be | 


his faith; but rather one of their own making that 
impose it upon him. This is our sad case with re- 
spect to the dealings of our adversaries. 

* But secondly, a man’s own writings shall not be 
suffered to speak for themselves. The briefer or ob- 
scurer passages must not be allowed to be interpreted 
by those more plain and conspicuous, but by the ex- 
position of a declared enemy.” 

It is not intended, in making this publication, to 
hold up the sentiments of Elias Hicks as a standard 
of faith and doctrine, though we believe they are in 
accordance with the views of the most distinguished 
and enlightened members of our religious Society 
from the beginning; but merely to refute the unfound- 
ed charges which have becn often and confidently 
made, and published to the world, against this faith- 
ful servant and minister of Jesus Christ. 


Tue Pusiisner. 


Dae 


New York, 12 mo. 28th, 1829. 


Now, in relation to the above allegation 
that the opposers of Elias Hicks have distorted 
and perverted his plainest declarations, if it is 
meant to convey the idea, that the charges 


9 


for which he has been disowned from the re-| 
. ‘ ° - ‘ j 
ligious Society of Iriends, have been thus} 


made out, | altogether deny its truth. I call 
upon his followers to disprove those charges, 
by showing, in the particulars cited, where | 
the error of the inference lies; and not by leav- 
ing the proof altogether, and seeking to cover 
up the accusations with vague general denials! 
and declarations, not to the point. ‘That William | 


Perhaps no circumstance has occurred | 


> {lief of Elias Hicks. 


— . | ° . 
Penn and the early Friends were misrepresent-| his present assertion. 


That there may be no 


ed, is undoubtedly true; but how did they ac-| plea of distortion or perversion, I transcribe 


quit themselves o of the charges brought against 
|them? By clear and equivocal declarations of 


, | thei ir faith, and by such full and free acknow-| 
| ledgements of the meaning which they attach-| 


|ed to Scripture language, as satisfied all their 
p candid and honourable opponents of the 
'soundness of their faith, and the sincerity of 
|the ir professions. If we examine how far 
| Elias Hicks copies after the example which his 
friends quote on his behalf, we shall find him 
resorting to equivocation and mennernige, for 
the purpose of escaping from the odium, which 
his sentiments receive. ‘The letter containing 
the answers to the queries, commences thus. 


Jericho, 11 mo. 16th, 1829. 
Dear friend,—Thy affectionate letter I have duly 


received, and its contents were grateful to my best! 


feelings, as they appear to be the result of sincere 
friendship. But I may acknowledge it was really 


sible, that thou, my friend, should find any induce- 
ment to propose to me suc hq juestions, as are com- 
prehended in thy first four que ries, as [ should suy p-| 
|pose that no person who has had the opportunity | 
{thou hast had of seeing and of hearing me, in public 
and in private, and who has known my manner of 
|life for more than twenty years, would have given 
ithe least possible credit to any of those irrational and 
|false reports to which these queries allude; and al- 
though [ consider them as unworthy of my notice, 
yet friendship induces me, as thou hast requested it, 
|to make a brief reply to them severally. 

Ist Query.—Dost thou wish to be unders tood, by | 
jany thing thou may have s said publicly or private ly, 
| the at thou denies the miraculous conce ption of the 
| fleshly body of Jesus Christ; ordost thou believe that | 

| Joseph was his father? 

Answer.—\ have ever believed and asserted, from | 
my youth up, that I had as full a belief in the mira-| 
culous conce ption of the fleshly body of Jesus Christ, 
as it was possible for the history to give belief. And| 
I may now assure thee that I never thought or said, | 
that I believed Joseph was his father. 





| 
Truly, | confess that it seems as marvellous 
to me, as it could have done to Elias Hicks’! 
himself, that a man, who had heard him in pub- | 
lic and private for more than twenty years, 
could have had any inducement to propound| 
ithese questions! But let that pass. 
It is of litthe consequence, whether Elias 
Hicks says he believes the conception of Je-|! 
sus Christ to have been miraculous, or not, un-| 
til we know that he believes it in the Scriptu- 
iral sense. An eminent philosopher, in speak-| 
ing of the external world, has said, that “ all) 
is miracle,”’ and truly it is so. But the be lief’ 
of the Christian is, that the Word, which was} 
in the beginning, was made flesh, and dwelt} 
amongst men. And he believes this without! 


any mental reservations or metaphysical sub-| 
tilties. Such is not the character of the be- 
Allhe may now say, 7 
not unsay the past; and it must be familiar i 

the recollection of hundreds, that he has more| 
than once, and in many places, spoken of the 
character of the virgin Mary in terms too 
shocking to be repeated. i will, however. 
‘confine myself to his written and printed de- 
clarations. In the letter to Thomas Willis, 


ihe distinctly avows, that he has doubts i 


‘the subject, and that belief or unbelief, 1 

Isp cting it, isunimportant. Often as the par-| 
agraph has been printed, I shall copy it here,| 
\in order to show how completely it contradicts: 


marvellous to my mind to think how it could be pos-| 


| of these positions; and I may further 


the whole passage. 


Now, in his [the bishop of Rome’s] creed, to which 
he made all the nations of Europe bow, by the dint 
of the sword, was this of the miraculous birth; there- 
fore, all children, for several hundred years, were 
brought up and educated in this belief, without any 
examination in regard to its correctness, 

Finding this to be the case, I examined the ac- 
counts given on this subject by the four evangelists, 
and according to my best judgment on the occasion, 
I was led to think there was considerable more Se rip- 
ture evidence for his being the son of Joseph than 
otherwise; although it has not yet changed my belief, 
are the consequences which follow much more fa- 
vourable; for as the Israelitish covenant rested very 


;much upon external evidence, by way of outward 


miracle, so I conceive this miraculous birth was in- 
tended principally to induce the Israelites to believe 
he was their promised Messiah, or the great prophet, 
Moses had long before prophesied of that should 
come, like unto himself. But, when we consider that 
he was born ofa woman that was joined in lawful wed- 
lock with a man of Israel, it would seem that it must 
shut the way to the enforcing any such belief, as all 
their neighbours would natur: aily be led to consider 

him the son of Joseph, and this it appears very clear 
they did, by the Scripture testimony: and although it 
has not, as above observed, given cause as yet to 
alter my views on the subject, as tradition is a nighty 
bulwark, not easily removed, yet it has had this salu- 
tary effect, to deliver mefrom judging my brethren and 
fellow-creatures who are in that belief, and can feel 
the same flow of love and unity with them, as though 
they were in the same belief with myself: neither 
would [ dare to say positively that it woul ld be my 
mind they should chi inge their belief, unless I could 
give them much greater evidence than | am at pre- 

sent possessed of, as I consider, in regard to our sal- 
vation, they are both non-essentials; and I inay fur- 
ther say, that I believe it would be much greater sin 
in me, to smoke tobacco that was the produce of the 
labour of slaves, than it would be to believe either 
add, as advice 
from a brother that wishes thee well, that thou would 


observe the advice of the wise king, “ leave off con- 


| tention before it be meddled with.” 


Thus much for the sincerity of Elias Hicks’ 
declaration of his belief in the historical fact. 
The second question and its answer are as 
follows:— 


2nd Query.—Dost thou mean to be understood, 
| by any thing thou m: Ly have said public! ly or private- 
, that thou denies the div inity of Jesus Christ? 


Answer.—As respects the divinity of Jesus Christ, 
lL apprehend no minister in the Society of Friends 
has more often in his public communications assert- 
| ed the divinity of Jesus Christ the Son of God, than 
| | have, assuring my hearers, that he was fully swal- 
lowed up into the divine nature, and complete divini- 
| ty of his heavenly Father. But I never believed that 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was the futher of him- 
self, but that he was truly the Son of God, indued 


| with power from on high, by which he was qualified 
| to usher in and introduce the new covenant dispen- 


sation, as prophesied long before-by Jeremiah the 
prophet, when all outward mediation should cease, 
as the Jaw of God was now to be written on the in- 


| ward table of the heart, and not on tables of stone, 


or with pen, ink, and paper; after which no man was 


|to say to his neighbour or brother, know the Lord, 


for all shall know me from the least to the greatest. 
This is the covenant that I acknowledge, and | ac- 


| knowledge no other, and this | consider the on y real 


gospel covenant. 


In what manner Elias Hicks has asserted 
| the divinity of Christ, we shall soon see. The 
pages of “The Friend” contain many extracts 
which put this question to rest—extracts too 
numerous and copious to admit of being termed 
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garbled, and too plain to be misunderstood] the professors of Christianity think, that that Jesus, | else, and never was anything else,in regard to the sal- 
bt tt war winked partiality. The Christian born of the Virgin Mary, is the only Son of God that) vation of the soul, but this light and life of God in 
u ”V 2 € c “ . - * 


reader is requested to ponder the phrase of Jesus 
Christ being the father of himself. Why was it} ys.” p. 64, 
introduced? Does it serve for any other pur-| “ Jesus of Nazareth, in that outward nature, never, 


. - . | . 
| can give us a knowledge of the Father? They must} the soul, which comprehends the wisdom and power 
| be dark indeed—ue cAN DO NOTHING For ANY OF! of God.” 234. 


These extracts convey, in a few words, a 


pose than as a sneer at that doctrine which is the | Tevealed God, nor his will, in a manner sufficient for) gjeay exposition of his system. He believes 


the salvation even of his disciples.” p. 66. 


ae * faith—the Word, which | in hi if 
corner stone of our faith—that the Word, | Here we learn, that in his external manifesta- 


was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us, whose} j; 


lthat Jesus Christ was a frail creature, liable to 
on, he was not truly and properly « Saviour of} S!9, that he became the Son of God through 


glory, says the apostle, we beheld—the glory! souls—for he had been born and lived under the] obedience to that portion of light which was 
gior 


as of the only begotten of the F'ather—that| shadowy dispensation, which, from the beginning} 
this Word w as with God and was God? | to the end, was nothing bul a figure as respects the | 


I cannot for myself discover any other ns "s Joous Chalet, the Bovions of the soul, never was 
ing or intention in the phrase, and when Elias) seen by the eyes of men.” p. 84. 

Hicks, to escape the unavoidable inference to} % 
be drawn frorm his using sucha sneer, says, that 
Jesus Christ was truly the Son of God, I turn| ; 
again tohis sermons, and there I find him rank-| |“ The light in that body that walked about the 

= 2 ; streets of Jerusalem, was no more than is in eve) 

ed in point of power with Moses, the prophets, creature, as a manifestation of that light in them, | 
and all his faithful apostles and disciples; I find! which would do the same work for them that it did | 
that he esteems it “gross darkness to think that, for Jesus Christ, the son of Abraham and the son of! 
he is the only Son of God thatcan give usa David.” p. 104. 


. 59 ve . * He was meek and lowly in heart,and we must! 

c - B > Father. e doctrine J ’ 

knowledge of the d ut rt rh d a come to be like him, and through the same medium. | 

taught by Elias Hicks is, that Jesus Christ) jt was his yoke that made him meek, it was his yoke| 

«was instructed and led to see himself a poor) that humbled him,” [then our Lord must have been| 
1 


creature; he had no merit of his own; he was| proud, else, how could he be humbled? | 


, 
a poor, helpless, male infant, whose life was i a eal Talia ia] 
dependent, under God, on the nursing of his| € Ca us at another time under an-| 
mother.’ Quaker, vol 1. p. 237. The Serip- | % ler appeliation. 


tures, it is true, call him the Son of God, but} “*Ifany man willcome after me, let him deny} 


this Elias Hicks asserts to have an internal] himself, and take up his cross and follow me.’ Now| 
and spiritual meaning. his yoke was hiscross. It wasthe law of his God, 
| or heavenly Father, that yoked down all these pro- 

“Who was his father? He was begotten of God.! pensities in him, by which he was tempted, by which | 
We cannot suppose it was the outward body of flesh| he was tried and proved, no doubt as we are, to an 


Speaking of Christ again, he says: 


and blood that was begotten of God; but a birth of 
spiritual life in the soul. We must apply it inter- | 
nally and spiritually. For nothing can be a Son of 
God but that which is spirit—and nothing but the 
soul of man is a recipient for the light and spirit of 
God. Therefore nothing can be a Son of God, but | 
that which is immortal and invisible—Nothing visi- 
ble can be a Son of God.” Philad. Sermons, p. 10. 

“We must come home,” says he in bis Wilmington 
sermon, “to the light of God in us, for it was the} 
same spirit and life that was in Jesus Christ the Son} 
of God. We nced not say thatd is his spirit, but 
only that it is the same spirit, a portion of which 
was in him.” p. 197. 

“ God.” says he, * has beenas willing to reveal his 
will to every creature as he was to our first parents, 
to Moses and the prophets, to Jesus Christ and his 
apostles. He never can set any of these above us, be- 


p. 292. * He must dispense (to his children) that | 
portion (of his divine nature) which will make them | 
like’himself. For his children are as much like their} 
Almighty Father as the children of the sons of men} 
are like their fathers. Every child of God has the) 
full and complete nature, spirit, and may | not say,| 
the divinity of God Almighty.” New York Sermons, | 
p. 130. 
*“ For as we attend to this law written in the heart 


hair’s breadth.” p. 123. 


On the saying of our blessed Lord, * I am 
the way,’ &c. he remarks: 


“ Was it his person that was the way? No. It was 
his obedience and his acts that led to the Father, 
therefore it isthe same thing that is to lead us all, 
and the alone thing that can lead us to the Father.” 
p. 141, 


‘- Well these are beautiful figures or representa-| 
tions, [viz. the miracles of Christ] for all the work of| 
| Jesus in that outward manifestation, was compre-} 
hended in that shadowy dispensation, and, as re-| 


spects the soul, was nothing but shadow.” p. 167. 
“* And nothing else can be a child of God, but the 


rational soul of man, it must be bornof God. And| 
cause if he did, he would be partial.” Philad, Ser | when any thing is a child of God, it must partake of| 


his divine nature, and be completely swallowed up into 


Father, and was actuated by the same light and 
power, yet le derived it all from the Father, as we 
must.” p. 208. 

“* So when Jesus Christ came, who was the great 
est of all the prophets of Israel, the Messiah, he was 


raised up to the blessed experience of being the Son| 


of God Almighty, and the partaker of all his great 


vouchsafed to him in common with the rest of 
mankind ; and though, as the reward of obedi- 


ence, * he was fully swallowed up into the di- 


vine nature and complete divinity of his hea- 
venly Father,” this is no more, be thinks, than 
may be said of every child of God! There is 
nothing in the answer to this second query, 
inconsistent with this exposition. Neither, 
according to his views, did the office of usher- 
ing in and introducing the new covenant dis- 
pensation require any more exalted mes- 
senger than a prophet or an apostle, with 
whom he evidently ranks the Saviour of man- 
kind. 


The next query relates to the Scriptures. 


3rd Query.-—Dost thou wish to be understood, as 
denying the authenticity of the Scriptures of truth 
or as wishing to undervalue them; or would thou en- 
courage allto the frequent and diligent perusal of 
them, as being able, under divine illumination, to 
make wise unto salvation? 


Answer.—As respects the Scripture of truth, Ihave 
highly esteemed them from my youth up, have always 
given them the preference to any other book, and 
have read them abundantly more than any other 
book, and [ would recommend all to the serious and 


| diligent perusal of them. And I apprehend | have 


received as much comfort and instruction from them 


}as any other man. Indeed they have instructed me 
|jhome to the sure unchangeable foundation—the 


light within, or Spirit of truth, the only gospel foun- 
dation, that leads and guides into all truth, and 
thereby completes man’s salvation; which nothing 
else ever has, or ever cando. But why need | say 
these things, as all men know, that have heard me, 
that I confirm my doctrine abundantly from their 
testimony: And | have always endeavoured sincere- 
ly to place them in their true place and station, but 
I never dare exalt them above what they them- 
selves declare; and as no spring can rise higher 


\than its fountain, so likewise the Scriptures can 


only direct to the fountain from whence they 
originated—the Spirit of truth: as saith the a- 
apostle, “ The things of God knoweth no man, but 


; : |the spirit of God ;” therefore when the Scriptures 
it,as Jesus Christ was, who had the nature of the} nay aoa ae 


e directed and pointed us to this light within, or 


| Spirit of truth, there they must stop—it is their ulti- 
|matum,—the topstone of what they can do. And 

no other external testimony of men or books can do 
fa more. And Jesus in his last charge to his disei- 


ples, in order to prevent them from looking without 
| for instruction in the things of God, after he had 
|led them up to the highest pinnacle that any out- 


: - : ° aoe s at Ps ; F a 7 ‘ andl " ‘ 2 . 
it will give us the victory over all the kingdoms of) §CSS, @ partaker of a portion of all his wisdom, and} ward evidence could effect, certified them, that this 


the world; for they were all to become subject to the 
Son. What Son? The birth of God in the souls of | 
all those who become the children of God.” Sermon 
at Cherry Street, 4th Month, 1828, p. 64. 


In the fourth volume of his sermons, which 
is prefaced by a letter from him to the publish- 
er, stating that “ they are, in general, very 
correct,” he says respecting the Lord Jesus, 


“It won’t do to look back to him as an outward 
man, because the true Saviour never was lo be seen 
tnany outward way; but we must look forward to 
that which is spiritual—to * Christ‘within, the hope 
of glory;’ it speaks nothing of Christ without, the 
hope of glory.” p. 48. 

“ What is the Son of God, and where is he? Do 


of histrue nature. Because a son must be like, and 
must have the same nature as the father, or else he 
cannot bea son, yet having all this did not make him 
any more the Father than he was before; it only 
made him the Son of the Father. And this is what 
Jesus declared, and he never asserted any thing high- 
er than to call himself the Son of God. Here now, 
Jesus was above the prophets, for had he looked to 


the prophets, to the writings of the prophets and, 


judges that went before him, for instruction in hea- 


venly things, he would have been just like the rest of 


the Jews, and would have fallen under the same dark- 
ness andignorance. But he rose up in the light, and 


the power ot his heavenly Father, the light and life! 


in him, for that life is the light of men, and that same 
light was the light of the man Jesus Christ.” p. 225, 


“# And whatis Christ, the true Saviour? Nothing 


{light within, or Spirit of truth, by which only their 
jsalvation could be effected, dwelt with them, and 
jshould bein them. And this every Christian knows 
}to be a truth; and there never was a real Christian 

|made by any other power than this Spirit of trath; 
and every thing that can be done by man without it 
must fail of effecting his salvation. 


The charges against Elias Hicks upon this 
head are, firstly, that he disbelieves some parts, 
and doubts others of the Scripture history. 
The proofs of this charge are too clear to be 
denied. In a sermon at Horsham, he says, 
The garden of Eden, so called, was never 
located on earth; there never was an outward 
garden of Eden,” &c. Sermons of 1828, p. 
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27. In another place he esteems it great| had, and you have not to answer for them nor they 
. nr . for w ” 927 
darkness to believe that the Tempter led our|'°" YoU. P- *¥!- 
Saviour into the wilderness. According to : ; ; se a 
ee : .© (| Speaking of the different opinions, whieh 
him, it is an allegorical manner of speaking of ” ae 
Rpt ee : ; a ; | prevailed among the Jews respecting Christ, 
the evil inclinations of our Saviour’s own heart. ine . 
; : ‘j voter : | he says 
He avows, in his letter to T. Willis, his doubts) YS 
whether Joseph be not, or rather his belief] « And are we not thus shown, that all the reading 
that he was the father of Jesus; and although] of the Scriptures, the prophets and the law, kept them 
he pretends to ground this doubt or belief—| in darkness, and divided the Israelites, as it now di- 
= : * > ° . . 27 938 
call it which we will-—on Scripture evidence, vides Christians?” p. 238. 
it is perfectly clear that it can only prevail 
where the evidence of Scripture is disbelieved 
or disregarded. 
The second charge against Elias Hicks is, 
that he undervalues the holy Scripture. 


In a letter dated 19th of 5th month, 1818, 
' Elias Hicks says, 


“And among othersubjects, [ have been led, I trust. 
carefully and candidly to investigate the effects pro- | 
duced by the book, called the Scriptures, since it has| 
“ And it would seem manifest to every mind,” says| borne that appellation; and it appears, from a com- 
he, in a sermon preached at Little Creek, “ that if| parative view, fo have been the cause of FOURFOLD more | 
we would believe as we ought, the knowledge of that| harm than good to Christendom since the sposties’| 
book called the Scriptures, cannot be any thing ne-| days,and which,1 think, mustbe indubitably plain to 
cessary—for when we look over Christendom, where| any faithful, honest mind that has investigated her 
they have this book, do we find many more who are| history free from the undue bias of education and 
certain that they will be saved, than we find in other tradition.” 
nations? I have doubted it.” p. 115. 

« If the Scriptures were absolutely necessary, he 














But, says Elias Hicks, all men know that 1 


had power to communicate them to all the nations of| confirm my doctrine abundantly from the tes- 
the earth ; for he knows how to deal out to all his| : z 


; timony of Scripture. And what is that doc- 
rational children. But they were not necessary, and|, . ; Ske. dist thet eel hihi ee 
perhaps not suited to any other people, than they to| trine ly, that the letter, as he styles the 
whom they were written.” Phil. Serm. p, 119. ‘sacred volume, can do nothing—that it kills— 
“ They have been so bound up in the letter, that|that it is all shadow—that it divides in Chris- 
they think they must attend to it, to the exclusion of| tendom ! 
every thing else. Here is an abominable idol} a aa 6 ‘ 
waite, of a thing without any life at all, a dead} His drift a all this is plain enough. W hen 
monument.” Ibid. p. 139. | he is enforcing his own views, he quotes Serip- 
“The great and only thing needful, then, is, to} ture authority copiously, and clothes his infi- 
turn inward, and furn our back upon the letter ; for it) delity in the phraseology of inspiration. If 
ts all cate,” Tid. p. 225. they pass unquestioned, it is all well; but if 
“Now the book we read in, says,‘ Search the! Cn anf ia: a tis Se canaenentaeat a 
scriptures ;’ but ‘his is incorrect ; we must all see it is|* rs Pees eee Sees aga-nst —, 
incorrect ; because we have all reason to believe they | the Bible is then a mere nose of wax—the 
read the scriptures, and hence they accused Jesus of| book has done more mischief than any other 
being an impostor.” Ibid. p. 314. |in the world; and thus d obis opinions, or at 


“ He [Jesus] does not move us in the least degree! \east his declarations change as circumstances 
to any book or writing whatever, but leaves every - 


thing outward entirely behind, as having passed by, | — 
for he abolished ali external evidence, as not being ca-| 
pable of bringing about salvation to the soul.” See 
Quaker; E. Hicks’s sermon, vol. Il. p. 264. 

* And hence it is of great importance to us who 
read the Scriptures, that we understand them rightly, 
or otherwise, they do us abundantly more harm than 
good. There is great danger of being wrongly directed 
by them, and +t is fatal oftentimes.” Vol. iv. p. 76. 

“ You know there are a great many other things 
held up by the professors of religion, which are en- ; uel { 
tirely non-essential in relation to our salvation, and| our hearing, it is manifest that the rambles of 
these are all stumbling blocks. And perhaps there is our correspondent “ John,” are, as we expect- 
not a greater one than the Scriptures, called the Bible, ed they would be, looked for with continually 
or the Old and New Testaments bound up in a book.) . we : * N “4 aa 
p. 138. increasing interest. No. 4, which appears to- 

“ It is of great importance, that we understand the day, we predict, will be read with at least 
Scriptures rightly, for if we do not, they will do usa equal zest with either of its predecessors. 
world of harm. Yor THEY ARE THE GREATEST EN-| "These essays, the style of which is so much in| 
GINE TO DO US HURT, OF ANY IN THE WORLD, the) accordance with the subject, easy, natural, and 
children of men place soe much confidence and faith in| ieee hear tek: id Si aiten } 
them.” p. 220, 1. perspicuous, bear striking resemblance to the} 


* Journal of a Naturalist.’ several extracts 
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From frequent incidental remarks made in 


_ “It is your privilege, dear youth, that you are born| fom which we have recently furnished; and it! 
ina day, when you are not bound down by the | aha : thet & thi lik ede Sd 
strong bonds of tradition,—not in general, I hope, yet is obvious that something like a kindred spirit 
there is danger; for you may be, some of you, like pervades them respt ctively. 
Saul before he was Paul, doting upon what your fa-| mently calculated to show with what facility, 
thers have rie and oe Se rene what} nure, unsophisticated, meditative, and intelli- 
is written,and upon what you have got from exter- , $ sow os da Bh 

nal testimony. But I call on you in the name of God, gent ouside _— multiply yo of rational, | 
to put your trust in none of these things, but exa- pleasing, and instructive occupation. Such 


mine for yourselves, search the foundation of all| have no need, to escape the tedium arising | 
traditional knowledge. It is the business of every from having nothing to do, to resort to the ne-| 
a — = _ Sette cons at aie ver ending and ever tiring round of feverish,| 
formation, and never to give acceptance to il, till he} ¢.-.. e wee . ; | 
feels an evidence to spring from the eternal Source}! frivolous, and worse than idle amusements. | 


: act i » ane dee olen mat . ‘ } 
of light and life in the soul. Because you have the| hey scarcely can take a step without treading | 





Both are emi-! 








a 
same light and life, as your parents and other men| on some object which may be turned to bene- 
| 








ficial account; whether it be in the bustle of 
the busy haunts of men, or amid the meads, 
the groves, * the garniture of fields,”’ incidents 
and aspects perpetually press upon their atten- 
tion, fit subjects for reflection, for investiga- 
tion, for moral induction, and all susceptible 
of delightfully harmonizing with pious disposi- 
tions, with good will to man, love to the Crea- 
tor, and admiration at the marvellous display 
of his creative energy and infinite goodness in 
all that we behold, 


The Spirit of the Annuals for 1850. 


Philadelphia: E. Littell and Brothers, Chesnut st, 


An 18mo volume of 432 pages, with the 
above title, has just made its appearance, 
which, as a specimen of typographical neat- 
ness, is highly creditable to the publishers. In 
reference to it they say, it is their intention 
“to issue every year a volume, containing all 
the best pieces in the Literary Souvenir, Keep- 
sake, Forget-me-not, Iris, Amulet, &c. 

‘In making the selection, it was intended 
to include all which bore the stamp of talent, 
and to exclude every thing which could not 
with propriety be presented to a sister or a 
daughter.” 

Although we apprehend a more rigid censor- 
ship, would have led to the omission of one or 
two articles, the task of selection in general 
has been judiciously performed, and on the 
whole, we do not hesitate to speak of the vo- 
lume, as comprehending nearly every thing in- 
trinsically good scattered through the annuals, 
to the exclusion of -much that is vapid and un- 
profitable. 


The importance of the occasion, it is hoped, 
will be deemed a sufficient reason for the length 
of the review of E. Hicks’ answers to the six 
queries; the remaining moiety will appear in 
our next. 


Another number of « Sketches of Christian 
Character,”’ is received; this, and continuation 
of “ the Dictator of Paraguay,” also ‘ Crede 
Experto,’ deferred for want of room. 


Marriep, on the 2d instant, at Friends’ North 
Meeting-house, Josern Price, jr. to Exvizasetu G. 
daughter of Stephen Simmons, all of this city. 


Diep, on the 11th ult. at his residence,in Mansfield, 
Burlington county, New Jersey, Peter Ellis,in the 
87th year of his age, a highly esteemed elder in the 
Society of Friends, 

Conciliating in demeanour, prudent and consistent 
in conduct, a peace-maker, and at the same time the 
steady friend of good order and sound principles, he 
was both respected and beloved in the neighbour- 
hood, by his fellow citizens at large. Admonished 
by various symptoms of declining health, he seemed 
of latter years, as one conscious that the evening 
time had come, and tranquilly looking to the glorious 
* recompense of reward.” 


——, on the 10th ult. Tomas Howuper, aged 80 
years, a valuable and much esteemed member and 
minister of Batton monthly mecting, Mass, 


Also, of the same meeting, Many Hotper, wife of 
Joseph Holder, aged 45. 
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